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YOUR LONDON. YOUR VOTE

When asked who they respect most

outside their families, only 1% of

young people chose politicians.

Research for the Local Government Association

shows that among young people only one in

three have ever met a councillor or MP. But 

those who have ‘are more likely to express

feelings of political engagement and interest’.

In response to statistics like these, Local

Democracy Week (15-21 October) has been 

set up to engage young people in politics,

celebrate democracy and highlight the work 

of local government.

London’s boroughs and the Local Democracy

Campaign are all gearing themselves up to make

Local Democracy Week 2007 bigger and better

than before. And here at London Elects we are

using the week as an opportunity to launch our

new elections website. 

The website will help engage people from a

variety of backgrounds in the London elections. 

It will be the main source of information for

Londoners, candidates, political parties and 

the media, with details on the roles of the 

Mayor of London and the London Assembly, how

to register to vote and where and how to vote. 

Some of the activities going on around the

capital are listed on the next page.

Ben Dudley, Local Democracy Campaign

Manager, said: “There’s a lot of good work 

going on up and down the country to connect

young people with their local council. This work 

is proven to deliver results. The Local Government

Association has produced a set of new guides,

bringing together a collection of these tried

and tested ideas for connecting young people

with local politics – with simple and practical

instructions and advice.” 

Anyone can get involved in Local Democracy

Week including councils, teachers and people

working with young people. For further details 

or to request a pack, email

localdemocracy@lga.gov.uk or call the Local

Government Association on 020 7664 3131.

continued on page 2
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GLRO
FOREWORD
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Welcome to the second issue

of the Ballot Paper – London

Elects’ newsletter. 

This month we focus on Local

Democracy Week and the activities

that will be going on throughout

London. Here at London Elects we 

are using the week as an opportunity

to launch our new elections website,

www.londonelects.org.uk.

Elsewhere, Pat Parker, Senior Elections

Officer in the team, explains why the

training programme is so important.

More than 12,000 people will be

needed to staff the polling stations

next May and there is information 

on how you can get involved.

Finally the back page shows you 

how London is divided up into

constituencies for the purposes 

of this election with some useful

contacts for the elections officers 

in each of the London Boroughs.

As the pace of preparations for the

election picks up we welcome your

suggestions for future editions.

Anthony Mayer

Greater London Returning Officer

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Local Democracy Week

continued from page 1

In Camden, the electoral services team

has arranged for Solent Peoples Theatre

to run a show for young people at the

Camden Irish Centre called ‘Who Runs

This Place’. The show will use theatre

and music to communicate how local

government works.

In Lewisham, a Young Mayor election is

taking place in 20 schools to get children

more involved in the role their council

plays in the community.

Councillors in Hounslow will be visiting

schools to talk about democracy and

hear about issues young people would

like to see at the top of local and

national politics.

The council is also giving young 

people in the borough an opportunity

to say how they would spend £5,000 

to improve their area. The winning

project will be implemented.

Havering Borough Council is

organising a political ‘speed dating’

event giving young people an

opportunity to talk directly to their local

councillors. A youth debate will be held

one evening in the council chamber and,

at the end of Local Democracy Week, a

youth festival will include youth council

elections. Everyone is also being asked

what activities they would like to see 

the council provide for young people

and, following an online vote, the

winning proposal will be submitted 

for a committee to consider.

In Redbridge, a week-long programme

of community-led, community-focused

events are taking place under the banner

of Make a Difference Week. The events

will focus on things that will make a

sustainable difference to local

communities and will involve people 

of all ages, via schools, colleges, faith 

and community groups.

Barking and Dagenham Youth Forum 

is holding elections. These will involve

voting in the traditional way through 

the ballot box.

Enfield, Barking and Dagenham,

Croydon, Lewisham, Greenwich,

Lambeth, Southwark and Bexley 

are all using Local Democracy Week as

an opportunity to promote registration

by advertising voter registration. They

are using everything from the council

magazine to the back of buses. 

In Islington, as well as sending a leaflet

and doing a feature in their monthly

residents’ newsletter, the council is also

running a pupils’ parliament and speed

dating event giving young people an

opportunity to interact with their council

representatives. The council is also

having an open day at the Town Hall

with guided tours giving people access

to areas not normally open to the public.

Visitors will also be able to meet and put

questions to some councillors.

If you are interested in getting involved

in any of these, or would like more

information, please contact the relevant

electoral services office – contact details

are on the back page. 

A thorough testing of our electronic

counting system took place in September.

We put 120,000 marked ballot papers

through the machines to test the software

that counts the votes and make sure the

system processes are robust.

Testing and refining the e-counting system

is an essential part of our preparations for

the count next year. This is the biggest test

to date and will provide valuable

experience for the real thing next May.

We’ll have more information about the

results of the tests in the next issue of 

The Ballot Paper.

E-counting Tests



London Elects
Website Update

Work is progressing with the

construction of the London

Elects website. The site –

www.londonelects.org.uk – will 

be launched in mid-October to

coincide with Local Democracy

Week. The next issue of The

Ballot Paper will include an 

in-depth feature on the site. 

As with all of our communications

materials, the website is non-political and

will inform Londoners about the elections.

It will include information on who can 

vote, how to register, where, when and

how to vote. It will also have specific 

pages dedicated to London borough

information. In the coming months, we 

will add more and more features to the

site, including videos and a polling 

station finder, so keep checking!

If you are interested in setting up 

a link from your website to

www.londonelects.org.uk please 

let us know.

For further information, contact

Madeleine Smith on 020 7983 4443, or 

e-mail madeleine.smith@london.gov.uk  

FOCUS ON: 
TRAINING
In the first of a new feature,

The Ballot Paper talks to Pat

Parker, Senior 

Elections Officer 

at London Elects, 

about training

election staff.

Who works in an election?

It takes all sorts of skills to get an election

going and successfully completed.

As well as the London Elects team, all 

the staff from the 33 London boroughs’

elections offices are involved. They

manage the election on the ground –

including sending out postal votes – and

will recruit over 12,000 staff to work in

the polling stations.

Where are election staff recruited from?

There are polling station staff who often

come from the local council, people who

have retired and like to come back for the

elections, people who live locally who like

to be involved and young people.

Staff for the count centres tend to be drawn

more widely from the council including

senior staff who can be relied upon for

supervisory and adjudicating roles.

Why does the London election need

special training? Does this happen 

for all elections?

Training is needed for any election

because of the constantly changing 

rules and systems. New people need 

to be aware of their role and duties. 

The London Elects training will focus on the

changes since last time, people’s roles and

responsibilities and how to manage an

electronic count. We have to get it right

from stage one. If anything goes wrong in

the polling station, for example, it will have

a knock-on effect on the rest of the process. 

It is going to be a challenge but we are

designing a programme that hopefully

suits everyone and covers everything.

How are you going to train 

all 12,000 people? Will you be 

training them yourself?

We use a cascade system to train

everyone. We have organised ‘Train the

Trainer’ sessions for staff in the boroughs

who will use the programme to train the

staff they recruit. We are emphasising that

they train in small groups to ensure people

learn and understand as they go along.

Along with the Electoral Commission, we

will provide handbooks for all the polling

station staff; as well as all the notices and

equipment required in each polling station. 

What can people do if they want to get

involved in working on the elections?

Anyone interested in getting involved in

the elections can contact their local council

and ask if there are any vacancies to work

in a polling station. There may be other

opportunities available too. For example,

some boroughs deliver their own postal

votes and polling cards and will need help

to do that.



For the Mayoral and London

Assembly elections, London is

divided into 14 constituencies.

These are not the same as 

the constituencies used in a

general election to elect

Members of Parliament. 

Instead they are made up 

of up to four London boroughs.

Each London borough has a Borough

Returning Officer (BRO) who, along 

with the council’s elections team, is

responsible for sending out the postal

votes and setting up and staffing the

polling stations on 1 May 2008.

In the Mayoral and Assembly elections,

one borough in each of the 14

constituencies – the one with the 

largest population – becomes the ‘lead’

borough. The BRO of the constituency’s

lead borough becomes the Constituency

Returning Officer (CRO). 

The CRO is responsible for ensuring 

an accurate and fair election in their

constituency, in particular when the 

votes are counted on 2 May 2008. 

They will often draw on the experience

and knowledge of the other BRO(s) in 

the constituency. 

The votes will be counted in three 

locations on 2 May 2008. CROs will

announce the results for the 

Constituency Assembly Member 

contests from these sites before the 

results are sent to City Hall.

The Greater London Returning Officer

(GLRO) is responsible for overseeing the

election for the Mayor of London and 

the London Assembly. 

The GLRO will announce the 

results of the Mayoral election 

and the 11 London-wide Assembly

Members who have been elected, at 

City Hall – also on Friday 2 May 2008.

London Elects City Hall, Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2AA

Email ballotpaper@londonelects.org.uk  www.londonelects.org.uk

COMMENTS?
If you have any comments or suggestions for The Ballot Paper, or would like to unsubscribe from 

the mailing list, please e-mail ballotpaper@londonelects.org.uk or call 020 7983 4445/4.

LONDON ELECTION CONSTITUENCIES

Borough Contact Details

1 Barking and Dagenham 020 8215 3000

3000direct@lbbd.gov.uk

2 Barnet 020 8359 5577 

ero@barnet.gov.uk

3 Bexley 020 8294 6147

elections.office@bexley.gov.uk 

4 Brent 020 8937 1372

electoral.services@brent.gov.uk 

5 Bromley 020 8313 4364

electoral@bromley.gov.uk

6 Camden 020 7974 6000 

electoral.services@camden.gov.uk

7 City of London 0800 587 5537

electoralservices@cityoflondon.gov.uk

8 Croydon 020 8726 6300

electoral.services@croydon.gov.uk

9 Ealing 020 8825 7777

elections@ealing.gov.uk

10 Enfield 020 8379 8582

elections@enfield.gov.uk

11 Greenwich 020 8921 5183

elect@greenwich.gov.uk

12 Hackney 020 8356 3232

info@hackney.gov.uk

13 Hammersmith and Fulham 

020 8753 4466

electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk

14 Haringey 0845 055 0922

elections@haringey.gov.uk

15 Harrow 020 8424 1067

elections@harrow.gov.uk

16 Havering 01708 434 343

info@havering.gov.uk

17 Hillingdon 01895 250 251

electoralservices@hillingdon.gov.uk

18 Hounslow 020 8583 2137

elections@hounslow.gov.uk

19 Islington 020 7527 3110

electoral.services@islington.gov.uk

20 Kensington and Chelsea 020 7361 3444

elect@rbkc.gov.uk

21 Kingston 020 8547 5026

electoral.services@rbk.kingston.gov.uk

22 Lambeth 020 7926 2685

electoralservices@lambeth.gov.uk

23 Lewisham 020 8314 6086

electoral.services@lewisham.gov.uk

24 Merton 020 8545 3407

electoral.services@merton.gov.uk

25 Newham 020 8430 3082

elections@newham.gov.uk

26 Redbridge 020 8708 7171

electoral.services@redbridge.gov.uk

27 Richmond 020 8891 7775

electoral.services@richmond.gov.uk

28 Southwark 020 7525 7373 

electoralenquiries@southwark.gov.uk

29 Sutton 020 8770 5097

vote@sutton.gov.uk

30 Tower Hamlets 020 7364 5012

electoralservices@towerhamlets.gov.uk

31 Waltham Forest 020 8496 4562

electoral.services@walthamforest.gov.uk

32 Wandsworth 020 8871 6023

electoral@wandsworth.gov.uk

33 Westminster 020 7641 2730

electoralservices@westminster.gov.uk




