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Ready Steady Go!
In under a year all eyes will be on 
City Hall as the third elections for 
the Mayor of London and the London
Assembly take place. As one of the
largest election events in the UK –
taking place in the biggest, most
diverse city – there will be a huge
amount of work going on across
London to make sure it is a success. 

How do you organise an election?

London Elects is the independent team set up 
to deliver and publicise the elections. The team 
is made up of some of the most experienced
elections professionals in the country as well as
communications specialists and support staff. 

While the candidates are battling it out on 
the streets of London, wooing voters with 
their proposed policies and promises for the city,
London Elects will be working behind the scenes
with the 33 London Boroughs to set up the
election and count, train over 12,000 election 
staff and get people out to vote on 1 May. 

For most of us, elections involve going to a polling
station once every few years to fill in a ballot
paper. So it’s no surprise that the majority of
people would be unaware of what is involved 
in preparing for that day.

Over the next year, we’ll be using this bulletin to
publicise the work of London Elects and the 33
London Boroughs. We hope it will raise awareness
of the elections and provide an insight into some of
the less well-known aspects of election organisation.
It might also give you some ideas that can help get
people engaged in democracy in your area. 

Most importantly, we hope you find this useful. 
We welcome feedback on what you’ve read and
would love to hear your ideas for future issues –
our contact details are on the back cover. 
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To kick us off for our first issue, here
are some London elections facts you
might not know.

• The elections for the Mayor of London and
the London Assembly take place every four
years – the first was in 2000 and the most
recent in 2004. 

• Any London resident who is a citizen of the
European Union or Commonwealth can vote 
in the London elections.

• Over 12,000 people from across London will
staff approximately 3,800 polling stations on
election day.

• The votes in the London elections are counted
electronically. This will take place at three
sites – Alexandra Palace, Excel and Olympia 
– on 2 May 2008.



At 10pm on 1 May 2008, polls will close
for the London elections and over five
million ballot papers will be sitting in
ballot boxes all over London, from
Hornchurch to Uxbridge and from 
High Barnet to Biggin Hill. 

The candidates, London’s voters and the
nation’s media will be eagerly awaiting the
results of the elections for the Mayor of
London and the London Assembly. The
challenge for London Elects and the London
boroughs is to count the votes, calculate the
results and make the announcements in as
short a time as possible.

Because of the way the Mayor of London
and the London Assembly are elected, it’s
not quite as straightforward to count the
votes as it would be in a parliamentary –
or general – election. 

Despite London having some of the most
experienced electoral staff in the UK, a
manual count would take three or four
days. Counting the votes electronically
should only take around 12 hours to
complete, meaning a result can be
announced much quicker. 

Electronic counting or ‘e-counting’ was
used for the two previous London elections
in 2000 and 2004. Indra are new to the
London elections but have been providing
election technology for over 20 years, with
experience from 20 countries worldwide.

The count takes place on 2 May 2008 at
three ‘super’ count centres – Alexandra
Palace, Excel and Olympia. The previous
experience of London’s count staff will 
be supplemented with a comprehensive
training programme, covering all stages
of the count. 

Despite still being nine months away from
the elections, London Elects and Indra are
already busy testing the technology and
the counting process. In future issues of
this bulletin we’ll keep you up-to-date on
the count day preparations and give you
more details about how the votes are
counted and how the results are calculated.

London Elects has chosen Spanish technology company Indra
Sistemas SA to provide the technology to electronically count
the votes in next year’s London elections. 
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This is the first issue of The
Ballot Paper. Over the next 
nine months it will keep you 
up-to-date with the work of
London Elects. London Elects
is the team appointed to
support me in my role as
Greater London Returning
Officer to deliver and publicise
the 1 May 2008 election for
the Mayor of London and 
the London Assembly.

Stakeholders right across London
including community and voluntary
groups, local authorities, the media
and embassies will receive our update,
ensuring regular communication of
the most important information in 
the run-up to the election.

This first issue has information about
Indra, the company appointed to
count the millions of votes that will 
be cast next year. Information about
registering to vote and our new
website is also included as well as
contact details for all London Elects
staff – a hopefully handy reference 
for the coming year.

As preparations continue we welcome
your suggestions for future issues. 

Anthony Mayer
Greater London Returning Officer

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

COUNTING 
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With virtually every aspect of
our lives affected by political
decisions it is important people
are registered to vote. But
nearly one in 10 people who 
are eligible to vote are currently
not on the electoral register. 

London boroughs are currently preparing
for the annual canvass of electors when
voter registration forms are delivered to
every residential property. Every year each
household is required by law to complete
and return the form. People who fail to do
so won’t be included on the register and
risk paying a £1,000 fine. 

As well as missing out on the right to vote
people may also find it difficult to open a
bank account or get credit as the register
is often used to verify personal details and
for credit referencing to counteract fraud. 

London Elects and the Electoral Commission
will be promoting voter registration through
a London-wide public awareness campaign
in early 2008. 

For more information about who can
register and for registration forms, visit
the Electoral Commission’s website,
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk, or call 
0800 3 280 280.

London Elects appoints 
creative agencies
The Communications Team at
London Elects has appointed
two creative agencies to provide
specialist support for the 2008
elections preparations.

Digital media agency Start Creative will
develop the new London Elects website
and design agency Sherry has been
appointed as London Elects’ preferred
supplier for design.

Both agencies showed a huge amount 
of creativity in their proposals and 
have a clear understanding of the

challenges associated with remaining 
politically impartial. 

Our new London Elects website,
www.londonelects.org.uk, will go live in
autumn this year. It will reflect the advances
in web design and technology that have
taken place since the last elections in 2004
and will be the main source of information
for anyone wanting to find out more about
the London elections. 

Look out for more news about our
communications activities in future 
issues of The Ballot Paper.

As the months progress we will
be producing lots of posters,
factsheets and leaflets about
the elections – when they are
and how to register and vote.

If you would like to work with us to publicise
the elections, would like any copies of our
posters or leaflets or have an event you
would like us to support, please get in touch. 

Contact Samira Imam at
samira.imam@london.gov.uk or 
020 7983 4445.

Want to be involved?
Coming up in the election year
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Launch of London Elects website
www.londonelects.org.uk
Autumn 2007

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Annual canvass of electoral register
August – November 2007

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Publication of electoral register
following annual canvass 
1 December 2007

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Launch of London Elects and Electoral
Commission public awareness campaign
Early 2008

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Open of nominations for the Mayor 
of London and the London Assembly
18 March 2008

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Close of nominations
28 March 2008

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Last day for receipt of applications 
to register to vote
16 April 2008

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Election day
1 May 2008

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Counting the votes and 
declaration of results
2 May 2008

VOTER
REGISTRATION



Madeleine Smith
Marketing and 

Communications Officer
madeleine.smith@london.gov.uk

Tel: 020 7983 4443

Matt Bright
Communications Manager
matt.bright@london.gov.uk

Tel: 020 7983 4449

Emma Cassidy
Public Relations and 
Media Liaison Officer

emma.cassidy@london.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7983 4447

Anthony Mayer
Greater London Returning Officer

glro@londonelects.org.uk

John Bennett
Deputy Greater London Returning Officer

john.bennett@london.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7983 4203

Samira Imam
Events and Stakeholder 

Support Officer
samira.imam@london.gov.uk

Tel: 020 7983 4445

Adam Lebowitz
Co-ordinator

adam.lebowitz@london.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7983 4444

Keith Hathaway
Operations Manager

keith.hathaway@london.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7983 4440

Pat Parker
Senior Elections Officer

pat.parker@london.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7983 4442

Steve Lake
E-counting Support

steve.lake@london.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7983 4497

Pieter Loveday
Senior Elections Officer

pieter.loveday@london.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7983 4441

Leah O’Donovan
E-counting Adminstrator

leah.odonovan@london.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7983 4469

COMMUNICATIONS OPERATIONS

LONDON ELECTS 
– THE TEAM
Now you can put faces to names with
this chart of the London Elects team.

The team reports directly to Anthony Mayer, 
Greater London Returning Officer, and is split 
into elections professionals, communications
specialists and support staff.

If you need to contact any of them at any time 
you will find all of their details here. 

London Elects City Hall, Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2AA

Email ballotpaper@londonelects.org.uk  www.londonelects.org.uk

COMMENTS?
If you have any comments or suggestions

for The Ballot Paper, or would like to

unsubscribe from the mailing list, please

e-mail ballotpaper@londonelects.org.uk

or call 020 7983 4445/4.
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